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In the words of Digital Content Director Paul Shep-
herd, “Until now, we haven’t had a true ‘Intranet’ except for 
a single page of links.” For Rose-Hulman’s office of Com-
munications & Marketing, as well as areas across the entire 
Institute, it has been an on-going path to change that. The 
solution is My Rose-Hulman, and it launches today, De-
cember 5. Shepherd and Internal Communications Man-
ager Hayley Kuepers conducted two info sessions to an-
swer questions and provide a crash-course in how this new 
service would work. 
Although it is replacing Rose’s Intranet, to call 
My Rose-Hulman would unfairly limit the number 
of services it can provide. Shepherd explained, “It’s 
an internal website that will be a central hub to 
house resources for the campus community.” Any-
thing from student-relevant forms and policies to 
news items for the entire campus. Not only that, 
this will introduce Rose’s first integrated calendar 
and altogether replace SharePoint through its Bul-
letin Board. Students also have quick links to Moo-
dle and Banner through the site. 
As mentioned before, this has been an effort 
from Communications & Marketing and the entire 
Institute. Kuepers said the project “started with a 
core team of VPs and directors that represented the 
aforementioned departments—from Academics to 
Facilities.” A group of end users provided feedback 
to continuously improve the site. “This has truly 
been a collaborative effort,” Kuepers said. “This 
project has been in the works for nearly two years.” 
The My Rose-Hulman team 
emailed out a list of features available 
to users, which included the previous-
ly mentioned Bulletin Board, integrat-
ed calendar, and student forms. The 
Bulletin Board, intended to replace 
SharePoint, lets students post an-
nouncements, which can be catego-
rized in ways like “Books for Sale,” 
“Housing,” and just general 
“Announcements.” This will create a 
cleaner approach to distributing and 
receiving information. The calendar is 
syncable to the Outlook calendar, and 
can be limited to athletic events, lec-
tures and seminars; as well as be fil-
tered to student events, staff events, 
and faculty events. 
Student organizations can also 
create a site for their clubs on My Rose
-Hulman. Announcements, events, 
and club communication is made easi-
er on the site through the communica-
tions tool Yammer, 
and the site’s other 
features. If clubs and 
organizations are 
interested in creat-
ing a site for My 
Rose-Hulman, they 
are encouraged to 
talk to Kristen Latta 
and Kristen Loyd 
who can facilitate 
that process. 
The homepage of My Rose-
Hulman actually creates opportu-
nities for campus-wide connection. Polls give stu-
dents the chance to give input on pop culture, as 
well as suggest future polls. The spotlight section is 
a chance to highlight the accomplishments of stu-
dents, staff, and faculty members. Members of the 
Rose-Hulman community can also submit photos 
from around campus for a chance to be featured on 
the homepage. 
For incoming freshman of the 2017-18 year, My Rose-
Hulman will be their homepage as soon as they open their 
browser, but for current students, Kuepers hopes they will 
adopt it as their homepage. “They’ll have access to all 
of the resources and tools needed to most efficiently 
navigate their day,” she explained. Kuepers and 
Shepherd encourage students to become familiar 
with the service. Everything they need will be con-
densed to this site, which will cut down on the time 
students spend hunting for links, forms, and more.  
So take some time to check out My Rose-
Hulman and have look around. 
“They’ll have access to all 
of  the resources and tools 
needed to most efficiently 
navigate their day.” 
Page 4: Breaking news in cinema—Fantastic Beasts 
and Dr. Strange 
Page 5: Update on Kanye and how to stay healthy! 
Page 6: Thanksgiving—Politics and Black Friday  
Page 7: Engineers crush the Mount (St. Joseph) 
Evë Maquelin 
Staff Writer 
Swinging skirts, flying feet, 
and rambunctious rhythms swept 
across the transformed Union 
last Saturday, where the Rose 
Swing Club put on its 8th annual 
Winter Gala. With well over 100 
people in attendance, it marks 
one of the biggest swing events to 
ever occur at Rose-Hulman. 
The night kicked off with a 
beginner’s lesson, where Rose 
Swing officers, sophomore optical 
engineer Audrey Brand and sen-
ior mechanical engineer David 
Everhart, covered the basics of 
East Coast Swing, a form of social 
dancing developed in the 1940s. 
Praised for its ease of instruction, 
it was a perfect choice for Satur-
day’s event as over half of the at-
tendees had never danced before.  
Though most were Rose students, 
members of the Indiana swing com-
munity came as well, including stu-
dents from other universities like Ball 
State and Purdue. Many Rose alums 
came back as well, thankful for a 
chance to reconnect with the school. 
Rose graduate Melissa Montgomery 
gushed about the event, saying, “It 





Rose with a 
packed 















part due to 
the live 
music, supplied by the Diana Da-
vis Gypsy Jazz Trio, a swing band 
from Indiana. An array of 
stringed instruments accented by 
a lively accordion and clarinet, 
the group lit up the typically drab 
cafeteria with both classic and 
original tunes that were nothing 
short of a blast to dance to.  
All in all, the event was wildly 
successful, providing a welcom-
ing and fun environment for new 
and experienced dancers alike. 
"Dance the night away, with only 
positive looks about how ridicu-
lous you were!" mentioned stu-
dent Thad Hughes. For those still 
interested in swing dancing at 
Rose, the swing club meets Tues-
days and Wednesdays at 8:30 in 
the SRC multipurpose room, no 
partner necessary! 
The Rose Thorn 
Meet Tuesdays  
O259 5:15pm 
My Rose-Hulman promises a simplified one-stop site for 
students, faculty, and staff alike. 
Photo Courtesy of Rose-Hulman 
Dancers of all skill levels enjoying an evening of social dancing. 
Photo by Evë Maquelin 
2012 grad Melissa Montgomery and Daniel Miles whip-
ping out the partner Charleston. 
Photo by Evë Maquelin 
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As part of the Center for Diversity 
Speaker Series, Rose-Hulman recently 
hosted a rising star in journalism and stere-
otype-busting: Noor Tagouri, the first hija-
bi journalist to grace American television. 
On November 4th, Tagouri spoke of her 
life, trials, and ultimate success at both a 
conventional large audience presentation at 
Hatfield Hall, as well as a more personable 
luncheon in the Kahn Room. 
Aside from her success as a news pro-
ducer, blogger, and associate journalist, 
Tagouri has seen great success when it 
came to breaking down barriers and stereo-
types of all kinds, as well as spreading 
awareness on a variety of social issues. The 
most obvious being her #LetNoorShine 
campaign, relating to her dream of being 
the first hijabi journalist, but beyond that 
Tagouri also spearheaded The Noor Effect, 
a collaborative effort with Lisn Up Clothing 
wherein half of the proceeds of their pro-
gram funds efforts to combat sex traffick-
ing.  
Beyo nd her  act iv is m in soc ia l  med ia ,  
Tagour i  has  a lso  a wareness  for  tho se  
s u f fer ing  f ro m  in s t i t u t io na l  a bu s e 
throu gh her  documentary,  The Tro ubl e  
Th ey’ve  S een:  The  Fo rest  Hav en  Sto ry .  
During her talk, Tagouri spoke of how 
she managed to achieve her dreams: perse-
verance. While that may sound like a catch 
all descriptor for how anyone achieved any 
kind of success in life, Tagouri shared exact-
ly how she accomplished this feat. She was 
persistently annoying, in the politest way. In 
her words, “Persistent, annoying people get 
[things] done.” 
The best example of persistent annoy-
ance for positive purpose would be Tagouri’s 
anecdotes about how she contacted news an-
chors and other professionals with requests 
to shadow them at work or provide whatever 
advice they could. She kindly  shared  her  
three rul es  fo r  go ing about  ma king s uch  
requests .  The f irst  wa s  more  of  a  mind-
set :  one mu st  und erstand that  one is  
owed  not hing  fro m anyone.  Everyone  
has  deadl ines ,  res pons ibi l i t ies ,  and  
compl icat ions ,  and  i t  is  important  to  
res pect  whatever  i s  g iven  (or  not  g iven) .   
Secondly ,  i t  is  a l way s  pol i t e  to  of fer  
to  bring  so met hing  t o  the meta phor ical  
and l i t eral  t abl e .  When requ est ing to  
shado w an  anc hor  or  journal ist ,  Ta gour i  
would  of fer  to  bring a  ba gel ,  cof fee,  o r  
lunch;  so met hing to  demonst rate  t hat  
one a pprec iates  the rec ip ient ’s  t ime is  
valua ble .   
Tagouri’s final tip is one everyone re-
members from TechCom but still bears re-
peating: do the research. If one wants to 
demonstrate to a professional (especially a 
professional journalist) that takes this re-
quest or opportunity seriously, the best way 
to do so is to have read up on the individual 
in advance. 
Noor Tagouri’s presentation has provid-
ed the Center for Diversity Speaker Series 
with a grand start. The next participant, Ju-
dy Shepard, will speak this afternoon on tol-
erance and safety in schools for LGBT stu-
dents .   
Joseph Lee 
Staff Writer 
iPhone Shutdown Malfunction Prompts Outrage 
 
While Android users remain unaffected, more 
and more voices are being raised in concern Apple’s 
iPhone 6s has a shutdown malfunction. The problem 
has become so obvious and prevalent that even Chi-
na Consumers Association gave Apple a warning and 
a list demands for basically the acknowledgement of 
issues to be a bigger problem than what Apple is 
claiming.  
However, Apple has denied the existence of said 
issue and subsequently are not admitting fault. Tony 
Fadell, former Apple executive, has acknowledged 
that his very own iPhone is having the shutdown 
malfunction via Twitter. Whether Apple admits the 
existence of the issues several iPhone users are ex-
periencing, will only be revealed later on.  
As the voices of both users and China Consumers 
Association continue on, Apple may be forced to 
take appropriate actions similar to Samsung’s apol-
ogy after the Galaxy Note 7 explosion fiascos.  
 
Australian Students Recreate Daraprim for Cheap 
 
Daraprim is currently one of the best treatments 
available for fighting parasitic infections and is used 
to treat malaria. In 2015, Martin Shkreli, former 
CEO of pharmaceutical company Turing, raised the 
prices of Daraprim from $13.50 per tablet to $750 
per tablet. As a result, Turing has come under fire 
with claims the company cares more for the mone-
tary gain than the actual treatment of patients.  
Recently, a group of students in Australia made 
the drug Daraprim for the cost about $2 a dose. 
Shkreli fired back via Twitter with doubts regarding 
the students’ drug’s effectiveness and safety, as well 
as expressing his outrage. Later, though, he would 
claim his words were misinterpreted, and congratu-
lated the students on their success.   
 
Stabbing at University of Southern California 
 
On Dec ember 2,  201 6 ,  a  911  cal l  wa s  mad e 
from t he U niversity  of  Southern Cal i fornia .  
The cal l  was  made by  the vict im o f  a  knife  at-
tach.  The vict im was Bosco Tja n,  a  psyc hol ogy  
professo r  for  t he inst i tut io n.  T ian would  l ater  
succumb to  h is  in ju ries  from mult ipl e  s tab  
wounds .  The sus pect ,  a  s tudent  o f  the pro fes-
sor,  was  arrested .  The  name of  t he  sus pect  has  
not  been relea sed ,  but  pol ice  ha ve stated  the  
suspect  i s  male ,  a nd in  h is  20s.   
Furthermore ,  t he pol ice  c la im the act  was  
ful ly  intent io nal .  Pro fessor  Tia n was  s pec if i -
cal ly  target ed ,  a nd no t  the vict im of  a  ra nd om 
murder.  The murd er  is  o ne  of  several  v io l ent  
cases  a ppea ring in  s everal  ot her  c ampus es  s uch  
as  the U niversit y  of  Cal i fornia ,  Los  Angeles  
and The O hio  State  U nivers ity .   
The vio l enc e occurring at  A merica ’ s  col l eg-
es  are  not  relat ed ,  but  worries  are  r i s ing 
among student s  a nd faculty  fo r  t he ir  own s afe-
ty .  
 
Four New Elements Added to the Table 
 
Chemistry  is  in  t he news  today ,  as  the be-
loved perio dic  ta bl e  is  get t ing an  upgrade.  
About  a  yea r  a go ,  fou r  new el ements  were dis-
covered .  The  na mes  for  t hes e  e lements  were  
given p laceholder  na mes:  unu ntriu m (el ement  
113) ,  unu npent iu  (115 ) ,  unu nsept ium (117 ) ,  and 
ununoct ium (11 8) .   
When t he Internat io nal  Union o f  Pure and  
Appl ied  Chemistry  o f f ic ia l ly  met ,  they  mo ved  
away fro m al l  t he U -t erms to  besto w names  up-
on each  new el ement .  The  new na mes incl ude 
Niho nium (Nh) for  e lement  113 ,  Moscovium 
(Mc)  fo r  e lement  11 5,  Tennes sine  (Tn)  for  e le-
ment  117 ,  and Oga nes son (Og)  fo r  e l ement  1 18.   
Three o f  t he  four  na mes were  g iven  to  hon-
or  the locat ions  of  where  the e lements  were  
discovered:  Japa n (Nihon is  t he c ommon Ja pa-
nese  na me for  Ja pa n);  Mosco w, Russ ia;  and  
Tennessee,  United  Sta tes .  Ho wever ,  Oga nes son  
was  na med to  honor  e lement  hunt er  and  nu cle-
ar  phy sic ist  Yur i  O ganessian .  
 
Taiwanese Phone Call Angers Chinese Govern-
ment 
 
Pres ident -El ect  Do nald  Tru mp is  no  
stranger  to  contro versy,  and  the l atest  to pic  is  
his  pho ne  cal l  with  Taiwa nes e Pres ident  Tsa i  
Ing-wen.  The phone call is unprecedented, as the 
United States and Taiwan severed relations in 1979.  
The phone call has ruffled feathers, especially 
those of China’s government. China’s foreign minis-
ter described the call as a “small trick by Taiwan.”  
Mike  Pence  s po ke  u p  on  the  matt er .  “The  
waters  here  seem l ike  a  l i t t le  b it  of  a  tempest  
in  a  teapot .”  He  added,  “ I  th ink you’re  going to  
see in  a  Presid ent  Do nald  Trump a  wil l ingness  
to  engage the wo rld  but  enga ge t he world  on  
America ’s  terms .”  
Diversity Series: Noor Tagouri 
“One must understand that one is 
owed nothing from anyone. Everyone 
has deadlines, responsibilities, and 
complications...” 
Tagouri is the first speaker in the series. 
Photo Courtesy of noortagouri.com 
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Lauren Wiseman 
News Editor 
Harry Potter is back…only, he isn’t. Sure, 
we are still in the universe crafted by J.K. 
Rowling, but viewers are treated to an Ameri-
can twist on the cultural juggernaut during 
the Jazz Age. “Fantastic Beasts and Where to 
Find Them” is a full-length film based on a 
textbook referenced in the Harry Potter se-
ries; or, rather, a film surrounding the re-
search behind the textbook. Convoluted, sure, 
but the David Yates-directed swish-and-
“flick” (see what I did there?) is a delightful 
return into the magical world and a promising 
start to a new franchise with a minimal num-
ber of snags along the way. Be warned, in or-
der to discuss said snags, I need to delve into 
some spoilers. 
One thing “Fantastic Beasts and Where to 
Find Them” has going for it above all else is 
that it is not a Harry Potter film. I am being 
entirely serious when I say that, too. To con-
tinue the legacy of a film franchise as mon-
strous as Harry Potter is a huge undertaking, 
but because “Fantastic Beasts” is unencum-
bered by the source material, it is allowed to 
flourish. Magic in mundane situations, spells 
flung by adults who knew what they were do-
ing, and Jazz Age America. Really and truly, it 
was what the fanbase needed: a fresh take on 
the universe populated with new characters 
and a different big bad guy. 
Speaking of those new characters, the 
movie could not have chosen better actors…
more or less (but more on that later). Eddie 
Redmayne is charmingly awkward as Newt 
Scamander. He looks like he is having the 
time of his life, and he displays a wide range 
of emotions despite being quiet and reserved. 
His acting is complemented by Katherine 
Waterson, playing Porpentina “Tina” Gold-
stein, an agent working for the Magical Con-
gress of the United States of America 
(MACUSA). Waterson portrays Tina with a 
graceful air, capturing Tina’s guarded nature 
wit h  a pl o mb .  Da n 
Fogler really steals the 
show as Jacob Kow-
alski, our resident No-
Maj Fogler gives an en-
dearing performance 
that made my brother 
cry in the seat beside 
me. And while Kowalski 
is clearly written to be 
the buffoon and comic 
relief, Fogler is not lim-
ited by that archetype, 
and it shows. Colin Far-
rell gives a strong per-
formance, too, as MA-
CUSA Auror Percival 
Graves. He is ruthless 
a n d  c h a r i s m a t i c , 
though a bit obvious 
with his sinister black 
coat. His interactions 
with the shriveled Cre-
dence Barebone (Ezra 
Miller, in a far cry from his days in “Perks of 
Being a Wallflower”) are executed very well, 
leaving viewers scratching their heads and 
their skin crawling. 
(Here is where we get into spoilers, so 
skip to the next paragraph if you want to 
avoid them.) Even though Farrell gives a great 
performance, it is essentially wasted. Lately, 
the franchise has raised concerns with rumors 
of Johnny Depp being cast, supposedly as Gel-
lert Grindelwald. Turns out, those casting ru-
mors are true, and it was the one thing I dis-
liked about the film. Graves proved to be a 
formidable foe, and the film stripped it away 
revealing a washed-out and washed-up Depp 
as Grindelwald. It was a huge letdown, and it 
felt shoehorned in just to set up the sequels.  
That being said, the magic and fantastic 
beasts were amazing. The visual effects are 
stunning, and so dueling is even more satisfy-
ing to watch. Now that the films are dealing 
with adults who know how to use magic for 
real, the magic is everywhere. The spells are 
used more readily and more frequently. Magic 
is fast and loose in America, and with a handy 
memory charm, these witches and wizards are 
more inclined to, y’know, actually use magic 
to solve their problems. And while I miss 
some of the practical effects of the earlier 
films, from the Niffler to the Bowtruckle to 
the Mooncalf, each beast was beautifully ren-
dered. It makes me excited for the possibili-
ties in the later films. 
Leave me some time to think about it, but 
this might be my favorite film of the Harry 
Potter universe. While it does not capture the 
original whimsy of the first film, I am excited 
about Harry Potter again, and this film is new 
enough that fandom fatigue is less likely to set 
in. If you have not seen it already, take some 
time to watch it—I recommend it. 
It’s not harry potter and that’s okay 
Lauren Santichen 
Flipside Editor 
Tho se of  t he co micverse  kno w of  Dr .  
Strange and his  s eemingly  ma gical  po w-
ers ,  but  to  t hos e of  u s  rais ed on t he ca r-
toons a nd mo vies  ba sed o n s aid  comics ,  
Dr .  Stra nge is  a  new face ,  t he  f irst  of  
many to  co me to  us  in  the next  few y ears .  
Bet ween  fac es  l ike  t he Blac k P ant her  a nd 
Marvel ’s  newest  S pid er -Man,  Dr .  Stra nge  
mana ges  to  wra ngl e  a  s pot l ight  a l l  h is  
own t hrou gh his  u nique use o f  ma gic  and  
the mind .  
As  the sto ry  st arts  o ut ,  Dr .  Stephen  
Strange -a  medical  do ctor  u nl ike  Dr .  Ba n-
ner  - is  a  world -reno wned su rgeon a nd at  
the l eading edge of  t heo ry  and pra ct ice ,  
the  l ikes  o f  whic h has  le f t  him fa mous  
bey ond bel ief .  This  fa me has  a lso  l ef t  him 
arrogant  and pro u d,  so met hing that  
doesn’ t  bode  wel l  for  him when he  cra sh-
es  h is  car  a nd ruins  his  hands fro m ever  
holding  a  scal pel  a gain.  
Dist raught  a nd d esperate,  Dr.  St range  
forces  a way al l  o f  h is  fr iends  and ac-
qua inta nces ,  c has ing after  pu re t heories  
and miniscul e  c hanc es  in  an  ef fort  to  heal  
himsel f  and  go  bac k t o  what  h is  l i fe  onc e  
was .  Du ring t his  t ime,  he meets  a  man 
that  he had  re fused t o  have a s  a  pat ient ,  
c la iming  h is  cas e  was  incurabl e .  The  man 
wil l  not  teac h him the a nswer  to  his  mi-
raculous  reco very,  bu t  he  wil l  po int  h im 
in t he r ight  d irect ion .  After  s pending t he  
last  of  his  money a nd buy ing a  o ne -way  
tr ip to  Ind ia,  Dr.  Stra nge  f ind s  what  he  is  
looking fo r  in  t he mos t  unl ikely  of  pl aces .  
Be ing a  ma n of  sc ience,  Dr.  Strange  
refus es  to  bel ieve t he t eachings  of  t he  
Ancient  O ne,  a  person wit h immens e  
powers  a nd kno wled ge of  s pir i tu al  mat-
ters .  A  quic k d emo ns trat ion puts  h im in  
his  place  a nd gains  h is  acc eptanc e.  Beg-
ging to  be tau ght ,  Dr.  Strange undergo es  
a  trans formatio n o f  epic  propo rt io ns .  
Tho ugh t he nerves  in  h is  hands  are  st i l l  
dama ged beyo nd repair ,  he  learns  of  a  
vast  world ,  a  vast  ma ny wo rlds ,  t hat  a re  
separate  fro m his  o wn a nd a  power to  
draw f rom them to  create  spel ls  a nd  
wea po ns t hrou gh the us e of  h is  own 
mind.  
For  tho se who fo l lo w the YouTube  
channel ,  The Game Theo rists ,  the sc ienc e  
behind t hes e so -cal l ed  ‘ma gic  wea pons ’  
has a l read y been ex pla ined .  In  a  study  
from Dec ember 2003,  i t  wa s  det ermined  
throu gh t he us e of  a  
spec ial  su bstanc e a nd 
s ituat ion t hat  l ight  pa r-
t ic les  were a bl e  to  cra sh  
into  a nd ta ke on t he at-
tr ibutes  of  ato ms .  These  
l ight-ato ms t hen bo u nd 
t h e m s e l v e s  t o  o t h e r  
l ight-ato ms and act ed 
as  a  s ingular  mass  -a  
crystal .  We can  s ee  t his  
in  the mirro r  wo rld  a nd 
mirror  wea pons used by  
t h e  v i l l a i n s  i n  D r .  
S t r a n g e  - c r y s t a l - l i k e  
structures  t hat  ref l ect  a  
vast  nu mber  of  f racta ls  
bac k to  t he  pers on  
trapped ins ide .  We al so  
s e e  t h i s  w h e n  D r .  
Strange f irst  us es  h is  und ersta nding  to  
turn bac k t ime and  the d ivergenc e o f  ot h-
er  paral l e l  worlds  a ppear  in  fro nt  of  h im.  
Now, once  th is  experiment  was  
stopped  and  t he  l ight -atoms  returned  to  
the ir  o r iginal  s tat e  as  l ight  pa rt ic l es ,  the  
crystal l ine structure disa ppeared ,  some-
thing t hat  do esn’ t  quite  ha ppen in  the  
movie .  The v i l la ins  a ren’ t  us ing h igh - tec h 
machines  a nd l ight  generators  to  creat e  
the ir  wea po ns,  according to  the movie  
they  are  s imply  us ing t he ir  minds  and  
‘magic ’  to  perfo rm t hese ta sks .  There a p-
pea rs  to  be  no ev idence of  t his ,  a s  of  y et .  
Wit h new sc ient i f ic  a dvanc ements  every -
day,  i t  is  not  out  of  reac h fo r  creat iv ity  
sake,  but  i t  is  de f init ely  out  of  the realm 
of  current  poss ibi l i t ies .  So  i t  can  onl y  be  
assumed that  t he movie  is  t e l l ing t he  
truth in  th is  as pect  and t hat  t here  is  a  
factor  of  ‘ma gic ’  involved .  This  ‘ma gic ’ ,  
as  stated  in  bot h Thor and Dr .  Strange ,  
comes fro m a  “t echno logy so  ad va nced as  
to  appea r  as  ma gic .”  So  i t ’ s  poss ible  t hat  
we ca n at ta in i t  so meday ,  but  not  fo r  
quit e  a  whil e  y et .  
Gett ing bac k to  t he matter  at  hand,  
Dr .  Strange is  certa inly  a n interest ing  
f i lm wit h a  la rger  emphas is  on sc ience  
and tec hnical  l ingo t hat  I ,  persona l ly ,  en-
joyed .  I  l iked  the fact  that  many  parts  are  
support ed by  t heory  and l imitat io ns  o f  
mankind  as  wel l  as  o vercoming  tho se  l im-
itat io ns  co mpletel y .  I  es pec ia l ly  l ike  Dr .  
Strange’s  plot  twist  o f  an end ing,  which  I  
won’t  say  here  for  the  sa ke  of  prevent ing  
spo i lers ,  but  I  gua rant ee was  awesome!  
The s pec ial  e f fects  l ike  the mirror  
world  and  wea pons  mentio ned  ea rl ier ,  a s  
wel l  a s  the ‘ast ral  project ions ’  of  d i f fer-
ent  c ha racters ,  were  a  nic e  tou ch  to  a  
magical  f i l m.  I  l iked  a l l  the  work that  
went  into  t his  and  the  dif ferent  c ha racter  
devel opment  a rcs  for  the main c ha rac-
ters .  Overal l ,  t he  f i l m was great  and I  
would  def init ely  watc h i t  aga in  g iven t he  
chanc e.  
Pack your bags for a, dare I say it, fantastic adventure.  
Photo courtesy of  vougue.com 
The Doctor Is In. 
Photo courtesy of comicverse.com 
A Review of Fantastic Beasts and Where to find them 
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Black Powell 
Staff Writer 
It is getting to the time of the year where people start feeling awful and be-
coming sick with viruses or what now. When at a school such as Rose-Hulman, it 
is critical to make it to your classes. So if you miss one or two days because of an 
illness, that could be the difference in a letter grade. Of course you can do the 
typical procedure of getting the required medical shots and washing your hands 
often but it really comes down to more than that when so many people are catch-
ing illnesses in a period of time. 
All it takes is some type of close contact to acquire someone else’s illness so a 
few guidelines to follow include… 
Don’t wash your dishes in the restroom sinks 
Do people usually take their food with them to the restroom? Typically, no. 
So why would they want to clean their dishes in the same room? It may be more 
convenient to wash dishes in the restroom but one can actually get sick this way 
because of how many people use that restroom so there are a lot of germs float-
ing around and one can catch illness from these germs because restrooms be-
come contaminated really easily and these germs will spread just as easily. 
Not sharing drinks or food with others 
This is a more obvious guideline but it is just as important to follow! Don’t 
share food or drinks with anyone yet alone at this time of the year. Sharing food 
and drinks is huge because it seems so innocent yet it is a direct transfer of one’s 
fluids and germs to another person which can potentially cause an illness. 
When working out, disinfect the equipment before using it 
A lot of people use the benches, barbells, dumbbells, free weights, etc. so one 
can only imagine how much sweat and bacteria is left behind after each person’s 
use. So to prevent illness from the transfer of one’s germs to another, it is in best 
benefit to sanitize the equipment not only before one uses it but also when one is 
finished as common curtesy to the next person. 
Avoid second hand smoke 
When someone is smoking, the smoke can contain germs with potential to 
make someone ill. All it takes is for someone to come within a few feet of the 
smoke and it is considered close contact because the smoke can enter your body 
through one’s nostrils, mouth, etc. so avoid being in overcrowded/dense spaces 
where one’s breath or smoke could be transferred to another. 
Wash and Dry Properly 
When finished showering, make sure to dry off every crease as it is possible 
that the water contains germs that could dry up in between the cracks of one’s 
toes and lead to athlete’s foot or other related sicknesses/rashes. In addition to 
this, don’t share hygiene products or accessories with others as this is also a di-
rect transfer of one to another. 
I know that illness will still happen and it isn’t possible to completely avoid 
getting sick but the more prepared and precautious one is then the better chance 
they have of not becoming ill.  
Its Better to Be Sick of School Than Actually Sick 
Seun Ladipo 
Lifestyle Editor 
Since 2000 we have seen many different advancements in technolo-
gy. From the speed of computing to the size of electronics it always 
seems as if technology is breaking down a new barrier every week. In 
this article I am going to discuss a few different technologies that we 
currently have and possibly a few insights that may be slated for the 
future. 
In the world of resolution and quality we have seen many different 
technological advancements in multiple mediums. For example, we 
have seen the revolution of the quality of televisions with even the great 
1080p being dethroned by the much crisper 4k resolution. The technol-
ogy from these same monitors and televisions have also come a long 
way from their CRT days as they have been getting smaller and smaller 
ever since their creation. Although these displays have been getting 
thinner they have also evolved in other ways as the actual display sizes 
are larger than ever. 
In the realm of an ever growing market of smart phones and other 
cellular devices, consumer technology has reached a level in which you 
can have the processing power of the entire world of a few decades ago 
all in the palm of your hand. Popular companies such as Apple  and 
Samsung have been the leaders of this domain for years although due to 
a few interesting decisions and mishaps, such as the lack of a head-
phone jack and the explosive situation with the Galaxy Note 7, other 
competition has been given a chance to shine their light in this market. 
There have been phones such as the OnePlus 3 that has an astronomical 
6gb of RAM at half the price of phones of comparable value. Even com-
panies such as Google have put their own phone into the game with the 
new Pixel that prides itself on its utilization of cloud storage. Ten years 
ago cell phones were just that —cellular phones—then these same devic-
es evolved into smartphones. It seems today as if these devices have be-
come an extension of our daily lives as they serve as autonomous per-
sonal assistants, notepads, wallets, and have taken the place of many 
different items in our personal lives.  
In all we see that technology has taken a drastic leap in the past few 
years and with the simplicity of different products they are being easily 
integrated into our lives. Such as the choices by Apple to change their 
products by implanting only one media outlet on their new MacBook. 
Technologic changes will always exist as long as we progress into better 
and more advanced machines.  Whether we like them or not they are all 
a part of the path to our technological future.  
Washing dishes in a proper sink is a way to easily avoid germs. 
Photo courtesy of the Chicago Tribune  
The new Apple Macbook only has one usb type-c outlet. This is the only outlet 
on the entire body of the laptop. 
Photo courtesy of  MKBHD on Youtube 
The State of Technology 
Seun Ladipo 
Lifestyle Editor 
 Over the past year Kanye West has seen a 
sort of artistic Renaissance through outlets of me-
dia and medium alike. With the popularization of 
the Yeezy Originals clothing line, The Yeezy x 
Adidas line of footwear, and his latest album 
dubbed  The Life of Pablo, Kanye has seen an ex-
ponential increase to his popularity in recent 
times. With all of this Kanye West had planned 
over 60 concerts  for his Saint Pablo Tour, this 
year from August to December with no more than 
a few days in between each. Although due to some 
circumstances he has taken small hiatus from his 
Saint Pablo Tour, due to some circumstances in 
his life. 
Kanye West had a show in Washington DC on September 8th of this year. On 
the same day he had unveiled many pieces from his clothing line on a Yeezy 
Originals fashion show of which he had earlier that same day. Kanye West from 
then on traveled to Atlanta to have concert after concert with no more than a day 
or two in between each. As if Kanye West was not busy enough he had released a 
pair of shoes on October 15, September 24, and three on this past black Friday. 
The Saint Pablo Tour was a very sought after concert tour with tickets selling 
out in many venues across the united states. In true Kanye West fashion every 
venue was outfitted with his personal very unorthodox floating stage which 
would travel around with him to each show. Until this point his tour had been 
going well with him performing songs from his previous albums such as Strong-
er, Runaway, and Power. Although as the Tour 
Progressed into some of the more recent shows 
he began to rant on about different corporate in-
stitutions and even the past election. This contin-
ued until November 19, 2016 when Kanye West 
was preforming in Sacramento, California in the 
Golden 1 Center and was about 40 shows into The 
Saint Pablo Tour. This concert had left fans of 
Kanye west very disappointed as  many had paid 
hundreds of dollars to witness the artist in full 
effect but, were instead left with a 30-minute 
concert and a monologue about Kanye’s societal 
and political opinions. 
 This fiasco had let to the subsequent can-
cellation of all of the concerts after this date with 
no sign of them being rescheduled. It was also 
reported that Kanye West had checked into a 
hospital following the Sacramento concert. Many different speculations have 
been said about his state of mental health, with sources stating that he hadn’t 
slept in a week or that he was suffering from a mental breakdown of some sort. 
As none of this can be completely confirmed we do know a few facts about the 
situation. Kanye West had obviously been extremely busy in these past few 
months with many different things on his public agenda and I assume even more 
on his personal agenda. Also Kanye wests mother Donda West had passed away 
in the month of November years ago potentially making this time of the year 
very hard for the man. All we can assure is that no one should wish such distress 
on any such person and people should only hope the best for any one in Kanye’s 
situation.  
Kanye West Hospitalized  
 Artist’s hard work has finally caught up to him 
Kanye West on stage during his Tour. 
Photo courtesy of Complex.com  
Thaddeus Hughes 
Opinions Editor 
Something happened. It was slow, it was quiet. It isn’t even documented. 
Somewhere along the line, we started looking to politicians for leadership. 
Every time I hear a cantor in church say “pray for world leaders,” I get con-
fused. We don’t have world leaders. We have some people trying to be world 
leaders, but luckily they haven’t fully succeeded. When many of my friends were 
saying Clinton would be a more effectual leader than Trump, I was disheart-
ened; I wouldn’t want either as my boss; they wouldn’t be my leader regardless. 
I wouldn’t follow their directions to a restroom. 
With words like “they’re a unifier” and “they can get things done,” it’s often 
forgotten what exactly politicians are sent to Washington to do. Senators and 
Representatives are sent to represent. They are not sent to tell their constituents 
how to conduct their lives. The constituents are the leaders and the representa-
tives the followers. They are sent not as generals, but gladiators. 
The executive branch appears to be one of leadership at first, but only when 
you look at their true responsibilities- commanding the army, vetoing or pass-
ing bills, appointments, etc., but this responsibility to lead does not extend to 
the American people. The state of the union address should be less of a motiva-
tional speech and more of a true status update; patchnotes. 
To be clear, I understand the republican process and have good respect for 
it over democracy. Republicanism allows for swift action when necessary. How-
ever, the fact that senators and representatives ought to use their personal 
judgement does not mean constituents values are not to be the driving factor. 
Perhaps Donald Trump is testament to this, and a giant wake up call that 
religious statism needs to end. Modern man has come to make “illegal” and 
“immoral” the same word, just like how it made “democratic” synonymous with 
“good”. 
Our leaders do not sit in Washington, they reside in our churches, our 
households, and most importantly, our minds. History has proven repeatedly 
that strong convictions are not changed by government policy, only the convic-
tions of the complacent are. If you fear a demagogue, perhaps the problem 
doesn’t lie with that possibility, but with unrooted philosophy. 
Our founding fathers are rolling in their graves at our sheepishness. 
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“People are leaving family and 
friends in lieu of  getting a discount 
on cheaper produced goods. It’s the 
opposite of  Thanksgiving.” 
A proper Thanksgiving table. Notice there are no coupons. 
Photo via thanksgiving.com 
“How authoritarian do you align?” “How politically right do you align?” 
































Tension has been high in Division 1 football as every game is critical as to which teams will be 
granted a playoff berth. This year there have been several legitimate candidates in the chasing of 
the top four spots to contend for the National Championship: Alabama, Clemson, Ohio State Uni-
versity, Washington, Penn State University, Michigan, Wisconsin, and debatably a few others. 
However, only four of those teams are granted a spot to contend for the National title and those 
four teams are Alabama, Clemson, Ohio State University and Washington.  
Alabama has been a dominant force all season as they take the one seed in the playoffs and 
finished the season off with an impressive SEC Championship game win against 15th ranked team 
Florida. Alabama beat Florida 54-16 but this isn’t just a one time thing. Over the course of the sea-
son Alabama has only allowed an average of 12 points per game while scoring 40 points per game. 
Alabama outscored their opponents by about 38 points each game which lead to their 13 win sea-
son thus far. 
Clemson has not had as dominant of a season but they still came out with the second seed in 
the playoff run. Clemson just won the ACC Championship game by beating the 18th ranked VA 
Tech team 42-35. Clemson is only one point away from perfection this season as their record is 12
-1 with their one loss coming from a  43-42 loss to Pittsburgh. 
Ohio State has had a rough season compared to Alabama and Clemson and they are the only 
team in the playoffs this year that didn’t win their conference. Ohio State finished with a 11-1 rec-
ord as their one loss came from Penn State University by 3 points, 24-21. Penn State had the head 
to head match up against Ohio State so Penn State went on to win the Big 10 Championship game. 
However, the committee found Ohio State as a better team for the playoffs and that is how Ohio 
State earned their spot. 
Washington took the fourth seed in the playoffs as they won the PAC-12 against the 11th 
ranked Colorado in a blow out of 41-10. Washington is known for their explosive offense as they 




Sports Editor and Business Manager 
. 
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RHIT SPORTS BOX SCORES 
MEN’S BASKETBALL 1 2 FINAL 
ROSE-HULMAN 32 37 69 
Mt. St. Joseph 39 34 73 
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 2 4 FINAL 3 1 
ROSE-HULMAN 17 12 59 10 20 
Mt. St. Joseph 1 12 23 7 3 




Our Men’s Basketball team is getting better game after 
game as we have a very young team as 11 of the 18 players 
on the team are only freshmen or sophomores.  The team 
has had a few rough games as they have fallen to a 1-3 rec-
ord but it is still very early so they still have time to bounce 
back. 
Standout Performers 
John Czarnecki– 18 points , 4 rebounds, 1 assist 
Stephen Scueth– 5 points, 7 rebounds, 3 assists 
Ben Chasteen– 0 points, 0 rebounds, 0 assists 
Standout Performers 
Taylor Graham– 10 points, 1 rebound, 2 steals 
Josie Schmidt– 9 points, 7 rebounds, 1 assist 
Why CFP Should Keep a Four Team Playoff 
The division 1 College Football Playoffs. 




TEAM NAME W L T GP STREAK 
STAND-
ING 
Delta Sig 1 0 0 1 W1 1st 
Pike Garnet 1 0 0 1 W1 1st  
Pike Gold 1 0 0 1 W1 1st 
Fiji B 1 0 0 1 W1 1st 
ATO B 0 1 0 1 L1 2nd 
Cat Salads 0 1 0 1 L1 2nd 
Sigma Nu 0 1 0 1 L1 2nd 







TEAM NAME W L T GP STREAK 
STAND-
ING 
MonSTARS 1 0 0 1 W1 1st 
BSBreak Yo Ankles 1 0 0 1 W1 1st  
TakeA Shot for Har 1 0 0 1 W1 1st 
Deming 2D 1 0 0 1 W1 1st 
Scharpenballers 0 1 0 1 L1 2nd 
Grand Theft Rondo 0 1 0 1 L1 2nd 
Beta Sigma Beta 0 1 0 1 L1 2nd 











TEAM NAME W L T GP STREAK 
STAND-
ING 
BSBlock Party 1 0 0 1 W1 1st 
Pop a Volley 1 0 0 1 W1 1st 
Dad Jeans 1 0 0 1 W1 1st 
West Sets 1 0 0 1 W1 1st 
Set to Kill 1 0 0 1 W1 1st 
D() For Harambe 0 1 0 1 L1 2nd 
Stay Low 0 1 0 1 L1 2nd 
Heads, Shouldes 0 1 0 1 L1 2nd 
That’s What She Set 0 1 0 1 L1 2nd 














Rose-Hulman’s Womens basketball team is starting off 
the season hot as their record in their first seven games is 5-
2 while winning both of their road games so far. It is early 
but our Women’s team is in second place for the HCAC.  
However, they are favored to win the conference and it is 
more than possible with the way they’ve been rolling over 
teams. 
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WACKY PROF 
QUOTES 
“There are extra rungs on the ladder 
of  screwedness.” 
-Dr. Kawano 
There are extra rungs on more 
than just that ladder, Professor... 
“The natural state of coding is frus-
tration and failure.” 
-Dr. Holder 
I thought it was  drunkenness. 
That’s when I do my best work. 
“If you attend Rose-Hulman, you 
must be a perfectionist, right?” 
-Dr. Song 
If A, then B… yup, makes sense. 
“I have a special connection with a 
baseball bat with the person in 
charge of scheduling Finals Week. It 
will be 8 am on Monday...” 
-Dr. Simoni 
Well, at least its not 6pm on Thurs-
day... 
“ I was hoping for something more 
graphic.” 
-Dr. Holden 




Did your prof say something hilari-
ous or just great out of context? We 
want to here about it! Send your 
quotes with who said it to thorn-
flipside@rose-hulman.edu. 
Welcome back everyone! Everyone have a good break? Great (or not so great, depending on your answer)! Now, it’s time to start counting down to our next one. 
Christmas break starts 16 days from now! Wow, it’ll be here and gone before you know it! Anyway, if you have any comments or questions, feel free to send an email 
To: Thorn Flipside. I’m always looking for some new material, especially comic ideas. I’m sure you’ve noticed that they’ve been lagging lately. That’s all for now! -LLS 
The HORRORscopes 
We only use the realest of real horrorscoping technol-
ogy here on the SideFlip. We determine your future 
and past by throwing finals out the window and sob-
bing quietly into our pillows. We hope that you find 
our process to be accurate and scientific.  
 
ARIES: Waiting for the elevator to come 
is like taking the stairs, only with less cal-
ories lost. Get it? 
TAURUS: The stars are telling me that 
your food pairing today is ice cream 
and… bacon. Choose wisely. 
GEMINI: Shouting “30 milligrams, 
STAT!” today in a crowded place, will 
certainly be more amusing than what’s 
on TV. 
CANCER: Your lucky item today is a left
-handed fork. Beware! If you take a right-
handed one with you, you will be cursed. 
LEO: Today is the day to do the dance of 
the colorful peacock. Courting someone 
will have some interesting outcomes. 
VIRGO: Your world will be turned on its 
head today by an obnoxious person with 
a lisp. At least they’re cute. 
LIBRA: Go and stare at the clouds today. 
If you’re lucky, you will catch the rare at-
mospheric event of ‘colored clouds’ that’s 
to occur at local noon. 
SCORPIO: The smell of dead mice may 
begin to affect you today. If it has not al-
ready. 
SAGITARIUS: Purple or green or any 
other colored clouds are not usual. Don’t 
listen to Libra today. 
CAPRICORN: You will be plagued by 
cheerful and happy people. Please ignore 
them, for they are ignorant of the day 
that is Monday. 
AQUARIUS: Rose is known to be full of 
socially inept people, so it’s okay to act 
like a chimpanzee for a few hours… or 
days. 
PISCES: You are neither cunning nor 
weasel-like, it’s best to leave comedy up 
to the professionals. Otherwise, you 
wouldn’t be at Rose. 
1. Scrooge McDuck for Treasury 
2. Judge Judy for Attorney General 
3. Dr. Oz for Surgeon General 
4. Elmer Fudd for Secretary of Interi-
or 
5. The Energizer Bunny for Dept. of 
Energy 
6. Snoop Dogg for Head of D.E.A. 
7. Paul Blart for Head of Homeland 
Security 
8. Mystery, Inc. for F.B.I. 
9. Fat Albert for Director of F.D.A. 
10. Satan for Secretary of State 
11.  Andrew Jackson (via Ouija board) 
for Chairman of the Fed 
12. Jeb! for Refreshments 
13. Mr. T for Secretary of Defense 
14. Elmo for Dept. of Education 
15. Thomas the Tank Engine for Dept. 
of Transportation 
